


Lynch          
/lin(t)SH/

verb

noun: lynching

(of a mob) kill (someone), 
especially by hanging, for 
an alleged offense with or 

without a legal trial.

synonyms:
hang, hang by the neck; 







Like many Southern families, the Till family fled the racism of the South and 
moved to Chicago between WWI and WWII during the Great Migration.



Mr. Till was killed during WWII.

This ring was the only item that Emmett 
would have to remind him of his 
father…



Mrs. Till had a good job, and Emmett 
lived a comfortable, middle class life 
in Chicago. 



In the summer of 1955, Emmett Till traveled 
from Chicago, IL to Money, MS to visit his 
uncle (Mose Wright) and several cousins.

Till had never been to the South before. 



One year earlier (1954), the 
Supreme Court had ruled in 
Brown v. Board of 
Education that southern 
states could not segregate 
schools based on race. 



By 1955, many Southerners 
were angry with the Supreme 
Court’s decision, and felt their 
way of life (Jim Crow) was being 
threatened…



This was the Mississippi that 
Emmett Till visited in 1955.



After swimming with friends, Till 
and his cousins stop at Bryant’s 
Store for some candy and drinks.



Both Mr. Bryant and his 
brother in law were not 
at the store. 

Only Mrs. Bryant was 
there. 

According to her, 
Emmett “whistled” at 
her.  



After hearing Mrs. Bryant’s account, 
Mr. Bryant and Mr. Milam kidnapped 
Emmett Till, beat him, shot him, and 
threw his body into the river. 

This is the sign that marks the spot where Till 
was found.

Even in 2010, the sign is regularly defaced and 
vandalized. 



Emmett had been beaten so much, 
that his face was unrecognizable. His 
mother and uncle were only able to 
identify his body because of the ring 
he was wearing.



Mrs. Till refused to keep the 
casket closed, and insisted on 
a public funeral with an open 
casket. She wanted to world 
to “see what they did to my 
boy.”



Thousands 
attended the 
funeral…



…and newspapers 
from around the 
world covered the 
story. 



Murder charges were brought against 
Milam and Bryant. 

They were put on trial in Mississippi. 

Uncle Mose Wright identified and 
testified against Bryant and Milam. 
According to PBS, “It may have been 
the first time when a black man 
stood in open court in the South and 
accused a white man of a crime —
and lived.”



After just over an 
hour of discussion, 
the jury found both 
men INNOCENT of 
murder. 

Few southerners 
were surprised.





Bryant and Milam celebrated their court victory… 



… and then sold their story 
to Look! Magazine for just 
over $3000



In the interview they admitted to 
the murder…
…double jeopardy protected 
them from further prosecution. 



“...To publish this story, of which no one is proud, but which was certainly 
justified, smacks loudy of circulation hunting. Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam did 
what had to be done, and their courage in taking the course they did is to be 
commended. To have followed any other course would have been unrealistic, 
cowardly and not in the best interest of their family or country.”
Richard Lauchli
Collinsville, Illinois

“...Your exposé of the Till case was done with candid but restrained technique. 
You are to be complimented for your willingness to stick your neck out in this 
manner for the sake of justice...”
Samuel H. Cassel D.D.
The Fairview Baptist Church
Cleveland. Ohio

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR



In 2017, Carolyn Bryant admitted that 
she had lied about Emmett’s  “whistle” 
and that the boy had done nothing 
wrong…



Despite all of this, 
some good came from 
the death of Emmett Till
In the Summer of 1955…



On Thursday evening December 1, 1955, 
after a long day of work as a seamstress for 
a Montgomery, Alabama, department store, 
Rosa Parks boarded a city bus…   …and the 
rest is history. 


