
STUDY GUIDE 
 

For each of these questions, be prepared to write a WELL DEVELOPED response that includes examples 

from our readings, presentations, and class discussions to support your answers.  

On your test, I will pick THREE questions from this list. 

YOU WILL SELECT TWO (2) OF THE THREE TO ANSWER ON YOUR EXAM 

 

I. Discuss the experience of immigrants arriving in America during the first part of the 20th 

century.  

 

 

II. Discuss the reasons for America’s entry into WWI, and the government’s efforts to prepare 

America for war.  

 

 

III. Explain the factors that pulled Europe into WWI. How was this war different from all 

previous wars?  

 

 

IV. America experienced a population shift from rural areas to urban areas during the early 

20th Century. Who came to the cities? What factors brought them? How did this population 

shift change American society?  

 

 

V. New technology defined the beginning of the 20th century. Discuss some of these new 

technological inventions and explain how they change American society?  

 

 

VI. Because of rapid changes in America, society experienced several “culture wars” by 1920. 

What were some of these cultural disputes? Who was involved? 



Nativism   
Giving preference to native-born residents 
over immigrants 
 
Xenophobia 
Dislike or fear of people from other countries 
 
Ethnocentrism 
Judging other cultures by the standards and 
customs of one's own culture 
 
Emigrant 
A person who leaves their own country in 
order to settle permanently in another 
 
Immigrant 
A person who comes to live permanently in a 
foreign country 
 
Assimilate 
To absorb and integrate (people, ideas, or 
culture) into a wider society or culture. 
 
Militarism 
Belief in a strong military to defend or 
promote national interests. 
 
Nationalism 
An extreme form of patriotism 
 
Imperialism 
Extending a nation’s power by acquiring new 
lands 
 
Alliances 
partnership formed between countries for 
mutual benefit 
 
Trench Warfare 
Style of fighting used in WWI 
 
No Man’s Land 
Area between the trenches in WWI 
 
Isolationist 
remaining apart from the affairs or interests 
of other groups 
 
Neutrality 
Avoiding both sides of a conflict or 
disagreement 
 

Zimmerman Telegram 
Proposed a military alliance between 
Germany and Mexico 
 
Espionage & Sedition Acts 
Laws making it illegal to criticize America 
 
Suffrage 
The right to vote 
 
Propaganda 
Information used to promote a specific cause 
or point of view. 
 
Aristocracy 
The wealthy, ruling class in a society 
 
Proletariat 
The working class people in Marxist theory 
 
Abdicate 
To renounce one's throne. 
 
Conscription 
Military service required by law; a draft 
 
Great Migration 
Northern movement of African-American for 
factory jobs during WWI  
 
Harlem Renaissance 
African American literary and artistic 
movement in the 1920s 
 
Flappers 
A “modern” woman of the 1920s 
 
Speakeasy 
An illegal liquor store or nightclub. 
 
Culture War 
Disagreement between opposing groups 
about the direction of society 
 
Red Scare 
Widespread fear of communism or 
anarchism 
 
Scopes Trial 
Court case concerning Tennessee's law 
against teaching evolution in public schools 


