


 During WWI (1914-1918), large 

numbers of women were 

recruited into jobs vacated by 

men who had gone to fight in 

the war. 

 Though there was initial 

resistance to hiring women for 

what was seen as ‘men’s 

work’, the introduction of 

conscription (draft) made the 

need for women workers 

urgent. 



19th Amendment

 Because women were taking on 

new roles in society, the National 

American Woman Suffrage 

Association, founded in 1890, 

began to push for women’s 

voting rights. In September 1918, 

President Wilson urged the Senate 

to pass the 19th Amendment to 

allow women the right to vote, as 

the U.S. House of Representatives 

had already done.



Just as women 

pushed for  

new positions 

within society, 

so too did 

African 

Americans.



 The Great Migration was the 

relocation of more than 6 million 

African Americans from the rural 

South to the cities of the North, 

Midwest and West from 1916 

onward. 

 Driven from their homes by 

unsatisfactory economic 

opportunities and harsh 

segregationist laws, many 

blacks headed north, where 

they took advantage of the 

need for industrial workers that 

first arose during the First World 

War. 



 During the Great Migration, 
African Americans began 
to build a new place for 
themselves in public life, 
actively confronting racial 
prejudice as well as 
economic, political and 
social challenges to create 
a black urban culture that 
would exert enormous 
influence in the decades to 
come.





• Racial Violence: Rise of the KKK / Lynching

• Economic Repression: Jim Crow Laws

PUSH FACTORS



PULL FACTORS

 With war production kicking 
into high gear, recruiters 
enticed African Americans to 
come north, to the dismay of 
white Southerners. Black 
newspapers—particularly the 
widely read Chicago 
Defender—published 
advertisements touting the 
opportunities available in the 
cities of the North and West, 
along with first-person accounts 
of success.















Where is Harlem?
The island of Manhattan 

New York City is on Manhattan island

Neighborhoods



How does the Harlem 

Renaissance connect to 

the Great Migration?

 Thriving African American communities 

developed in the industrial centers of the 
north - especially in New York City. 

 Across the nation, black Americans 

explored new opportunities for intellectual 

and social freedom.

 Black American artists, writers, and 

musicians began to use their talents to 

work for civil rights and obtain equality.



Having experienced freedom and 

respect in France they had never known 

at home, African American soldiers were 

determined to fight for equal treatmen.

The New Negro Movement “promoted a 

renewed sense of racial pride, cultural 

self-expression, economic 

independence, and progressive 

politics.“

The “New Negro”



Garvey embraced the “New Negro” movement and 

encouraged African Americans to be proud of their 

ancestors and heritage. He also advocated returning 

to Africa because of the violence and racism in 

America.  



- American sociologist, 

historian, civil rights activist, 

Pan-Africanist, author, writer 

and editor. 

- First African American to 

earn a doctorate from 

Harvard 

- Founding member of the 

National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP)

William Edward Burghardt "W. E. B." Du Bois 

-was 

editor of

“Crisis”

magazine



I, too, sing America

'I, Too' was written just 

before Hughes’ return to 

the States from Europe 

and after he'd been 

denied passage on a ship 

because of his color. It is 

no less powerful 

however, in its 

expression of social 

injustice. 
From PoetryArchive.org

By Langston Hughes



NOW IT’S YOUR TURN…


